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Preface

The user interface to the Smalltalk-80 system is a multipurpose inter-
face, designed to facilitate text and graphics creation and manipulation,
program development, and information storage and retrieval. You, as
the user create, manipulate, save, or retrieve, either a visual form or
specific information within such a form. You interact with the system
on a bitmapped display screen, using a typewriter keyboard and a
pointing device.

The Smalltalk-80 system includes utilities typical of a computer’s op-
erating system: compiler, debugger, text editor. These are brought to-
gether on the display screen in the form of a collection of rectangular
areas or views of information. One rectangular area might view the text
of a program under development. Changing the text is accomplished by
pointing to the parts to be changed, and typing new text or issuing an
editing command such as delete. When the text is considered correct,
an accept or compile command is issued. If any syntactic errors are
detected, they will be indicated in the text in the window so that they
can be corrected right away. Once all syntactic errors are corrected, the
text is compiled into object code and linked into the system, as the sys-
tem is running. The new code can then be tested by typing an appropri-
ate expression, selecting it, and issuing an evaluate command. This
process is immediate; no exchange of editing, compiling, filing, or execu-
ting “modes” is required.

Part One of this book is an introduction to the user interface to the
Smalltalk-80 system. Part Two is an explanation of the support provid-
ed for finding information about objects that exist in the Smalltalk-80
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system. Part Three is an illustrated description of how to explore the
class descriptions available in the system, and of how to use the editors
for implementing new class descriptions. Part Four presents the sup-
port available for finding and correcting errors, while Part Five intro-
duces access to external files and system housekeeping support such as
crash recovery and change management. Parts One through Five ex-
plain how to manipulate the components of the user interface. They are
written to encourage specific practice and exploration; each section in-
cludes suggested exercises. A brief introduction to the Smalltalk-80 lan-
guage is also provided in order to explain the ways in which the
interface components provide access to the language components.

If you have access to a Smalltalk-80 system, you will need to read
the book only once, after which you can rely on the on-line aids provid-
ed by the interactive system. The on-line aids consist of a menu-orient-
ed interface to remind you of available functionality, comments for each
class and method, an “explain” capability that can identify the tokens
in a method, and a spelling corrector. This book is not intended as an
introduction to programming in the Smalltalk-80 language. If an in-
depth understanding of the language is desired, you should use this
book in conjunction with Smalltalk-80: The Language and its Imple-
mentation, by Adele Goldberg and David Robson (Addison-Wesley,
Reading, Mass., 1983), which includes reference material for the system
classes. Because of the detailed scenarios and figures, this book can be
used independent of a running system to learn about the components of
the user interface, and about the process of working with a graphical-
oriented, interactive system development environment.

About the
Described
System

The system described in this book was released for general licensing in
May, 1983, by the Xerox Corporation as the “Smalltalk-80 System Ver-
sion 2.” Version 1 was a preliminary version of the system that was
originally released to several companies participating in a review of the
formal specification of the Smalltalk-80 virtual machine, and provided
by Xerox Electo-Optical Systems (now Xerox Special Information Sys-
tems, Pasadena, Calif.) in 1981-1982 as one of their software offerings
on the Xerox 1100 Scientific Information Processor. Version 2 added
functionality to the system, notably the spelling correction used in com-
piling and debugging methods; special browser queries about instance
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and class variables, class references, and class hierarchies; and special
inspectors. As a language, the Smalltalk-80 system Version 2 includes
support for multiple inheritance and multiple language compilers. Some
of the examples provided in this book use system user interface compo-
nents from Version 2 that do not exist in the Smalltalk-80 System Ver-
sion 1.

The larger examples of Smalltalk-80 definitions given in this book
are provided to Xerox customers or system licensees as part of the files
on their disk or magnetic tape. This includes the protocol and project
browsers described in Chapter 15, the model for financial histories de-
veloped in Chapters 17, 18, and 19, and methods for viewing and
interacting with financial histories listed in Appendix 1. Glenn Krasner
and Evelyn Van Orden have been the main motivators and supporters
in getting the system releases and examples completed for this kind of
distribution.
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piler by Dan. Ted Kaehler created the explanation utility on a sugges-
tion by Ellis Cohen of Brandeis University. In addition, the example of
a protocol browser given in Chapter 15 was suggested by Dave Wallace
from the University of California, Berkeley, and that of the combina-
tions of elements of a collection by Steve Putz. Many new ideas and bug
fixes came from our colleagues at the Xerox Special Information Sys-
tems, including Evelyn Van Orden, who maintains the customer release
version of the system (a system that includes network communication
facilities), Rae Conrad, Bob Lansford, and Michael Malcolm (whose clev-
er scrolling additions to the text editor are included in Version 2).

Glenn Krasner, Dave Robson, and Steve Putz helped me complete
Version 2 of the Smalitalk-80 system, create the images of the display
screen for the book figures, and produce the magnetic tapes for the
typesetter. As in the other books in the Smalltalk-80 series, the original
text for this book was supplied to the publisher on magnetic tape that
included formatting codes identifying the various types of textual entity
in the manuscript. The software for the conversion from the Xerox in-
ternal formats to that of the typesetter was written by Dave Robson.
The timely manner in which the production process was handled was
due both to Dave’s software and personal support, and to the efforts of
Eileen Colahan of the International Computaprint Corporation and
Fran Fulton, the production editor.

The original syntax diagrams shown in Chapter 5 were prepared by
Janet Moreland. All the figures that represent the Smalltalk-80 display
screen graphics and the chapter opening artwork were created by me
using the Smalltalk-80 system. They were printed on the Platemaker
system developed by Gary Starkweather and the Imaging Sciences Lab-
oratory of PARC. I would like to thank Gary, Eric Larson, and Julian
Orr for making the Platemaker available.

Registered trademarks mentioned in this book are Lisa, (Apple Com-
puter Inc.); VAX 11/780 and VAXstation (Digital Equipment Corp.);
and Smalltalk-80 (Xerox Corp.).

Adele Goldberg
Palo Alto, California
October 1983
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The General System
Interface

The Smalltalk-80 system consists of an object-oriented programming
language and an integrated collection of tools for interacting with com-
ponents of that language. In the Smalltalk-80 language, the fundamen-
tal way to indicate that something should happen is by sending a
message to an object. An object is a representation of information con-
sisting of private memory, and a set of operations to manipulate infor-
mation stored in the private memory or to carry out some actions
relative to that information. Sending a message is the Smalltalk-80 way
of asking the object to carry out one of its operations.

All information in the Smalltalk-80 system is represented as an ob-
Ject. Each object knows the messages it can understand. Associated with
each such message is a method that describes how the object should re-
spond to the message. The user interface to the Smalltalk-80 system
can be viewed as a graphical way in which to identify objects and to
choose messages to send to objects. When an object is sent a message,
the appropriate method is invoked and some action is taken. The pur-
pose of this book is to describe the varied ways in which objects and
messages can be identified and methods invoked; its purpose is also to
describe some useful ways in which information about objects can be re-
trieved.

This book is written in a tutorial or “try and see” style. Each section
describes the functionality of a part of the user interface and then en-
courages you to employ that functionality. Although this book does not
substitute for a detailed exposition about the language, an overview is
provided and a summary of the language syntax is included. The over-
view is sufficient information so that you can understand the chapters
on evaluating expressions, on accessing objects already in the program-
ming system, and on creating new objects.
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The tutorials are presented in an order designed first to give you
practice in controlling the hardware devices that support interaction
with the graphical elements of the display screen, and in reading and
responding to the visual cues. Visual cues include differently-shaped
cursors, highlighted text, flashing rectangular areas of the screen, and
prompters and confirmers. Next, the basic editing functions are intro-
duced: creating rectangular areas on the screen, called views, in which
to access information; and invoking menus in which to choose com-
mands to send to objects, editing text, and editing pictures. Special
views called projects allow you to manage several separate screens of in-
formation. Each project or screenful maintains its own history list of the
views you have created and of the changes you have made to the sys-
tem. After a description of how to create and edit projects, you are in-
troduced to the Smalltalk-80 language, and how to evaluate expressions.

i

o
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Introduction to the Book and the System

Figure 1.1

The Smalltalk-80 system runs on a microcomputer that includes a high-
resolution bitmapped display screen, a typewriter keyboard, and a
pointing device. The display is used to present graphical and textual
views of information to the user. The keyboard is used to present textu-
al information to the system. The pointing device is used to select infor-
mation on the display screen. The pointing device controls the
movement of a cursor on the screen; the cursor shows the location cur-
rently being selected. The pointing device can be, for example, a mouse,
a graphics tablet, or function keys on a keyboard.

There dre a variety of hardware configurations on which the
Smalltalk-80 system runs. These configurations might have different
resolutions for their display screens, different layouts of keys on their
keyboards, and different types of pointing devices. Photographs of sever-
al Smalltalk-80 systems are shown in Figure 1.1.

Several sections of this book depend on the particular hardware con-
figuration that you, the user, have available. These are Sections 1.1 and
1.2, on the hardware system and on how to get started, and the chap-
ters of Part Five on the use of an external file system. Much of the in-
terface to external files is the same for all hardware configurations, but
the particulars of naming files and creating system back ups may differ.
For a description of the hardware devices you have available, the initial
start up sequence you must follow, and the file-naming and back-up
conventions you should use, you must obtain information specific to
your system that is not provided in this book.

Throughout the book, an indented paragraph of small print is used to
provide information at a level of detail that may be of interest to you if
you want to know a bit more about the structure of the Smalltalk-80
system.

For example, the names of classes that support a user interface component may be
given, along with messages that implement a particular user interface function.

You can skip over these comments without losing information needed
to interact with the system. Also, alternate designs are given in small
print as suggested exercises that you might try if you are proficient
with the language and the programming environment.

Top: Tektronix Magnolia, experimental workstation (photo by Edwdrd L. Reuss, courtesy of Tektronix Inc.),
Apple Lisa, experimental software (photo courtesy of Apple Computer Inc.); middle: Hewlett-Packard
Laboratories, development station (photo by Rich Marconi, courtesy of Hewlett-Packard), Digital Equip-
ment Corp.,VAX-11/780 with VAXstation display (photo by Charles W. Gamage Jr., courtesy of Digital
Equipment Corp.); bottom: Xerox Dorado and Xerox implementation on the SUN Microsystems Inc. work-
station (photos by K. O. Beckman and Wes Dorman, courtesy of Xerox Corp.).
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Introduction to the Book and the System

1.1

Appearance of
the Hardware
System

The significant parts of the hardware on which the Smalltalk-80 system
runs are identified in Figure 1.2: the keyboard, the display screen, and
a pointing device. These are the parts that play a significant role in the
user interface of the system.

In Figure 1.2, keys that play a specific role in the Smalltalk-80 text
editor are labeled. Henceforth, the names of the keys as indicated in
the following keyboard map are used, rather than the key-cap label. To
use the system, you must determine the correct mapping for the hard-
ware system you have available.

Also in Figure 1.2, the coordinates of the corners of the display
screen are marked. Notice that position 0, 0 is at the upper left corner
of the screen, and that the y-coordinate increases as you move down the
screen.

00 1024.0

Display Screen

0.808 1024,808
7

4 AN
GO LDl e - [l \ ‘ointing
(e JoJwle]mjrfvjuf ifojefi] 1] ~]es] |
e [ alsfo]rlje]nlolx] o] ] [reun] |
Iswer Jz ] xfc]v]en]m] . ] T/ ]swer] ]
L i
L J
Space Bar
Keyboard

Figure 1.2
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key names key cap label

backspace BS

carriage return RETURN

control CTRL

delete DEL

escape ESC

line feed LF

space bar no label (bottom row, large
single key)

The display screen has a light gray background. White rectangular
areas containing text and/or pictures are placed against this back-
ground. Each of these areas is called a view. The content of a view is the
text and/or picture within its rectangular border that you can examine,
create, store, and retrieve. A sample image of a Smalltalk-80 display is
shown in Figure 1.3.

Most of the views on the Smalltalk-80 display screen are standard
system views, meaning they provide some standard functions. In partic-
ular, you can

¢ visually identify a standard system view by a label

e change the screen location of a standard system view
* change its size

e replace it with an area containing only the label

¢ remove it from the screen

In Figure 1.4, there are several standard views. Each has a label in the
upper left corner. Some, such as the two views in the center of the fig-
ure, consist only of a label. These are referred to as collapsed views.
The views in the figure are in different locations and have different
sizes. The view at the top of the figure consists of five parts or subviews.
The content of a subview might depend on the content of one or more
of the other subviews.

When you are working on several different tasks, the tasks can be
presented in a variety of ways: with each in a different view, with some
or all in the same view, or with some tasks, such as background pro-
cesses, in no view at all. Views are known to a special system object
called a control manager. This manager’s job is to let you move the
cursor within the border of a view, and to interact with either the view
itself or with the information inside it.
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